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PACE OF PLAY
The following conditions and policies shall regulate Rule 5.6 of the Rules of Golf; Unreasonable Delay; Prompt Pace of Play as defined by the LPGA Rules Committee:
A. In accordance with Rule 5.6, every player must not unreasonably delay play.
B. A time par sheet will be created by the Rules Committee to represent the approximate amount of time allotted to finish each hole during each tournament round. The time par sheet will serve as a guideline for the Rules Committee to monitor the lead groups.
C. “Out of Position”: Each player is responsible for maintaining her group’s position in relation to the group in front of them. The position of the group following has no bearing on whether a group’s pace of play is satisfactory.  
A group is considered “out of position” if a) all players in the group have not hit tee shots on a par 3 before the preceding group has arrived at their second shots on the next hole and will not have to wait to play to the green/landing area, or b) all players in the group have not hit tee shots on a par 4 before the preceding group has holed out, or c) all players have not hit second shots on a par 5 before the preceding group has holed out.  (Note:  A reachable par 4/5 may be treated as a par 3/4.)
“Out of Position” for Lead Groups: A lead group which is over its time par (as stated on the time par sheet) will be considered “out of position”. However, a lead group which is under its time par, but holding up the group behind, may be subject to a warning and/or subsequent timing at the discretion of the Rules Official.
D. One (1) Time Warning: It is the responsibility of each player to be aware of her group’s position on the course. A group that is out of position, or in the case of the lead group over its time par, will be issued one (1) warning per round by a Rules Official unless the Rules Official deems, at any time, the group to be so far out of position that a warning is not appropriate. Additionally, groups may not receive a warning if they are on the last three holes of their round. Once warned, the group will be given the opportunity on the following hole to improve its position in relation to the preceding group, or in the case of the lead group in relation to time par. If sufficient improvement is not made, the group may then be timed.  
E. Once a group is being timed, every effort will be made to notify the following group that the group ahead is being timed.
F. Commencing of Timing: Timing of a player officially begins when, at the discretion of the Rules Official, it is clearly the player’s turn to play and nothing interferes with her ability to play the stroke. Time taken for determining yardage, club selection, wind conditions, etc., will count against the player’s overall time. On the putting green, timing commences after a player, at the discretion of the Rules Official, has had a reasonable amount of time to repair damage to the putting green and remove loose impediments on her line of play.  Timing may commence before a player has replaced her ball on the putting green.
Ten (10) additional seconds will be allotted to the first player in the group to: 
· Hit a tee shot

· Hit a second shot on a par 4 or par 5

· Play a third stroke on a par 5

· Play a stroke from off the green (Exception: Ten (10) additional seconds will not be allotted for the first player to make a stroke from off the putting green when a stroke has already been made from the putting green, and it is more likely than not that the player will be making her next stroke with a putter.)
· Play a stroke on the putting green.

Every effort will be made by a Rules Official to notify a group when timing has begun. However, timings accrued prior to such notification shall count towards a player’s overall average for a given hole.
G. Penalties: A two (2) stroke penalty for breach of Rule 5.6 may be assessed if the player, while being timed by a Rules Official, takes in excess of sixty (60) seconds to play any given shot. A two (2) stroke penalty for a breach of Rule 5.6 will be assessed if the player, while being timed by a Rules Official, exceeds the average amount of allotted time for the total strokes taken on a given hole by more than ten (10) seconds. The only exception to Rule 5.6 would be an “extraordinary circumstance” as determined by the Rules Official.
H. Target Timing: The Rules Committee reserves the right to time an individual player when the Rules Committee deems it necessary (“Target Timing”). Every effort will be made to notify a player when timing has begun. However, timings accrued prior to such notification shall count towards a player’s overall average for a given hole.
Pace of Play Summary and Example

A player in a group which is out of position may be penalized for unreasonable delay if:
1. She takes more than sixty (60) seconds to play one shot, including putts; and/or

2. She exceeds the average amount of time for the total strokes taken on a given hole by more than 10 seconds.

 Example       Average time per stroke:  30 seconds
                              Strokes on hole       
Average             Penalty
                                       3                    
90 seconds        101 seconds

                                       4                   
120 seconds      131 seconds

                                       5                   
150 seconds      161 seconds

                                       6                   
180 seconds      191 seconds

Note:  Putts of approximately 2 feet or less that can be hit within 10 seconds or less may be deemed tap-ins and, therefore, do not adversely affect a player’s average time for that hole.

Penalty for Breach of Rule 5.6:  Stroke Play – First offense: two (2) strokes; second offense: two (2) strokes; third offense: Disqualification.
Note:  If you wish to know your position, please ask a Tournament Official. We are here to help you! 
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